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Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission 

Northern Tier Rural Planning Organization (RPO) 

Annual Report of Federally Obligated Projects 

 

FFY 2021 (October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021) 

Northern Tier RPO 

The Northern Tier RPO is a Planning Partner with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, in 
which Federal transportation funds are planned and programmed for investment within Bradford, 
Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga and Wyoming Counties. 

Annual Obligation Report 

The FFY 2020-2023 STIP Planning Finding identified one Corrective Action: all MPOs 
must develop an Annual Listing of Obligated Projects for which Federal funds have been 
obligated in the previous year in accordance with 23 CFR 450.334. 

The annual listing of obligated projects is required through the current federal 
transportation bill. This bill, known as the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act, requires Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to publish a list of all projects 
for which federal funds have been obligated in the previous year. This report responds 
to the requirements of this statute, listing the federally-funded transportation projects 
that were obligated in federal fiscal year (FFY) 2021 (October 1, 2020 to September 30, 
2021).  This requirement applies specifically to MPOs.  However, since PennDOT has 
developed agreements with all planning partners that position Rural Planning 
Organizations (RPOs) as equals with regard to MPO planning requirements, Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have strongly 
recommend that the RPOs meet this specific requirement for transparency purposes.  

The federal transportation planning statute states: 

In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar days 
following the end of the program year, the State, public transportation operator(s), and 
the MPO shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects (including investments in 
pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) for which funds under 23 
U.S.C. or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were obligated in the preceding program year. 
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The Northern Tier RPO, being a Planning Partner and having agreements with PennDOT, is required to 
develop an Annual Listing of Obligated Projects. This is a list of projects to which Federal Funds have 
been obligated in the previous year in accordance with 23 CFR 450.334.  

During the 2020-2021 period, the NT RPO programmed a total of $19,850,507 for 38 phases of 31 
projects. The 38 phases were divided into six funding categories. 

� Bridge Off System – 3 projects totaling $1,774,676 (8.94% of total) 
 

� Enhancement – 2 projects totaling $233,895 (1.24% of total) 
 

� National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) – 6 projects totaling $5,041,700 (25.4% of total) 
 

� Safety (HSIP) – 3 projects totaling $2,133,015 (10.75% of total) 
  

� Special Funds - 9 projects totaling $954,663 (4.81% of total) 
 

� Surface Transportation Program (STP) – 9 projects totaling $9,700,752 (48.87% of total)  

 

Funding Class Description: 

Bridge Off System (Bridge Off) Funds: Used for County, Local Municipal and Rural State highway 
bridges. 

De-Obligation of funds: The downward adjustment or cancellation and removal of a previously recorded 
Federal funds obligation associated with a project. 

Enhancement/Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Funds: Used for projects that improve 
pedestrian and bicycle mobility in downtown areas. Along with off-road trails. 

National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) Funds: Used for projects to support and enhance the 
National Highway System (NHS). 

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Funds: Used for projects to minimize crashes and 
improve safety such as guiderail, low-cost safety improvements. 

Special Funds: Used for specific projects such as emergency flood projects. 

Surface Transportation Program (STP) Funds: Funds that are flexible and used on projects for highway, 
bridge and bike/pedestrian. 
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